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I was not more pleased with anything than with your
proofs, for so they certainly are, that Shakespeare's plays
ought to be distinguished into Histories, Tragedies, and
Comedies, and with your very just reflections on that
subject. They are a full answer to all Voltaire's impertinent
criticisms on our matchless poet.

The beginning of the second part of Sir Cauline, as no
doubt, Sir, you have observed, resembles the story of Tancred
and Sigismonda ; as the ditty of G-lasgerion seems evidently
to have given birth to the tragedy of The Orphan*, in
which Polidore profits of Monimia's intended favours to
Castalio.

I will not make this first letter too long. With it
I enclose an old ballad, which I write down from memory,
and perhaps very incorrectly, for it is above five and twenty
years since I learned it. I do not send it you, Sir,
as worthy to be published, but merely as an addition to
your collection, if it is not there already. I remember
to have heard another which was the exact counterpart
to it, called Giles Colin, but I do not recollect a single
stanza.

If it should ever lie within my slender power to assist
your studies or inquiries, I hope, Sir, you will command
me. I love the cause, I have a passion for antiquity and
literary amusements, and though I much doubt whether
I shall ever engage in them again, farther than for my
own private entertainment, I shall always be glad to con-
tribute my mite to any gentleman, whose abilities and taste
demand, like yours, to be encouraged.

I am, Sir,

Your much obliged
Humble servant,

HOK. WALPOLE.

* By Thomas Otway. (1509-1556), second     Vaux de Harrowden three weeks
